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REPORT 


Mr.  Chairman^  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  3^ear  1955?  of  the  general  conditions,  health  and 
vital  statistics  of  the  Barrow  upon  Soar  Rural 
District. 

The  R^ort  is  in  conformity  with  suggestions  made 
hy  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  also  incorporates  a 
section  compiled  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  studying  the  trends  of  scientific  advancement 
from  the  medical  statistics  of  recent  years  it  would 
he  as  well  to  make  only  a very  cautionary  reference 
to  progress.  Progress  is  a word  of  great  deception. 
That  which  is  termed  progress  so  often  is  merely 
modification  or  change  of  pattern  - a shift  of  balance. 
Whilst  the  incidence  and  morbidity  of  tuberculosis  and 
the  infectious  diseases  has  encouragingly  decreased  in  . 
the  last  decade,  the  diseases  of  stress  are  becoming 
more  prevalent.  The  change  in  the  pattern  of  disease 
is  most  striking  - there  is  a clear  change  from  the 
’’natural  diseases”  the  plagues  and  the  fevers,  to  the 
’’diseases  of  civilisation”  the  sequelae  of  the  stresses 
and  conplexities  of  modem  life. 

The  impact  of  nuclear  fission  upon  the  pattern  of 
disease  v/ill  make  this  distinction  between  the  ’’old” 
and  the  ’’new”  diseases  even  more  acutely  defined.  It 
is  in  this  new  field  of  medicine  that  the  measures  of 
Preventive  Medicine  v/ill  become  of  primary  importance. 

The  study  of  the  problem  of  radiation  virtually 
heralds  the  dav/n  of  a new  era  in  Preventive  Medicine  as 
the  aim  is,  of  course,  the  prevention  of  disease  rather 
than  its  cure. 
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It  may  be  more  than  idle  contemplation  to  consider 
how  the  previous  search  for  cure  has  tended  to 
neglect  the  search  for  the  fundamental  cause  of 
diseases.  If  insulin  had  not  been  found  to  control 
diabetes,  and  if  pernicious  anaemia  had  not  been 
amenable  to  treatment,  might  not  the  cause  of  these 
conditions  have  been  discovered  earlier.  The  fallacy 
of  searching  for  the  cure  of  diseases  instead  of 
seeking  to  prevent  their  occurrence  must  not  continue 
to  be  made.  For  the  moment  the  chief  application  of 
nuclear  physics  in  medicine  will  be  in  the  investig- 
ation of  basic  physiological  and  pathological 
processes  more  than  in  the  therapeutic  field.  Hoy/ 
great  an  advance  from  the  diagnostic  technique  of 
Shakespeare’s  time:- 

"Sirrah,  you  giant,  what  says  the  doctor  to  my 
water?" 

The  previous  rigidity  of  thought  about  the  entity 
of  diseases  is  passing  and  another  conception  has 
aroused  medical  interest.  There  is  undoubtedly  an 
integration  of  a very  wide  range  of  disorders  into  a 
relatively  simple  pattern  or  syndrome.  This  integ- 
ration may  well  be  determined  by  the  future  work  of 
physiologists  or  endocrinologists  and  the  conception 
of  the  causation  of  disease  would  then  be  greatly 
clarified.  Clarification  is  at  all  times  a precursor 
of  prevention.  One  v^riter,  of  great  perspeotion,  even 
goes  so  far  as  to  state  that  "diagnosis  v/ill  be 
reached,  not  by  an  evaluation  of  symptoms  and  experi- 
ence but  rather  by  mental  transference  from  patient 
to  physician.  Peiiiaps  even  treatment,  too,  will  be 
purely  psychological." 

’^ilst  the  infectious  diseases  as  now  known  can  be 
expected  to  decrease  in  incidence  and  morbidity  they 
can  not  yet  be  dismissed  as  of  minor  importance.  The 
virus  diseases  are  extremely  complex  and  range  from 
Y/arts  to  poliomyelitis.  Their  danger  is  enhanced  by 
their  capacity  to  invade  in  subclinical  doses  and  so 
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pools  of  infection  may  be  widespread  in  a community. 

The  incidence  of  dysentery  gives  rise  to  concern. 

The  spread  of  the  disease  is  by  faecal  contamination 
and  thus  the  necessity  for  strict  hygiene  is 
imperative.  This  can  be  demonstrated  to  some  effect 
by  a simple  experinrient  v/ith  a piece  of  mud  and  any 
brand  of  toilet  paper. 

There  still  remains  scope  for  research  in  the  cause 
of  dysentery  as  the  increasing  incidence  is,  at  least, 
perplexing.  It  may  well  be  that  an  unknov/n  factor  is 
involved. 

The  improvement  in  the  protection  and  handling  of 
food-stuffs  on  sale  to  the  public  shov/s  an  awareness 
to  the  need  for  meticulous  cleanliness.  The  protect- 
ion of  foodstuffs  by  the  use  of  plastic  packages, 
polythene  coverings  and  Metal  Boxes  is  to  be  commended 
and  encouraged  - and  indeed,  demanded. 

An  interesting  outbreak  of  vomiting  occurred  at  a 
Thumaston  School  late  in  November,  the  total  number 
of  cases  in  two  days  rising  to  43  including  3 teachers. 
The  symptoms  v/ere  mild  - slight  headache,  a small  rise 
in  temperature  and  vomiting.  The  symptoms  subsided  in 
most  oases  within  a few  hours  and  in  the  remainder  the 
patients  v/ere  quite  v/ell  within  48  hours.  The 
vomiting  v/as  characteristic  as  it  was  entirely  effort- 
less. Frequently  the  first  sign  of  the  onset  of  the 
condition  v/as  that  the  patient  wakened  during  the 
night  to  find  that  vomiting  had  occurred.  This 
condition  has  been  recorded  on  several  occasions  in 
the  colder  season  of  the  year,  and  with  some  aptness 
has  been  called  "liVinter  Vomiting*'. 

Accidents  of  the  roads  and  in  the  home  constitute 
a major  factor  of  contemporary  life.  The  amount  of 
suffering  and  disability  from  accidents  is  difficult 
to  assess  but  is  undoubtedly  considerable.  Accidents 
in  the  home  are  increasing  due  to  two  factors  - the 
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increase  in  the  number  of  old  people  and  the  wider 
use  of  electricaLl  and  other  devices  in  the  home. 
Comprehensive  statistics  reveal  that  60^  of  fatal 
domestic  accidents  occur  in  the  over  64  age  group  and 
22^  in  the  15  and  under  age  group.  The  age  incidents 
of  accidents  is  directly  related  to  the  place 
incidence  - infants  in  the  home;  children  on  the 
road,  at  school  and  in  the  playing  field;  adults  at 
work  and  on  the  roads;  in  the  aged  the  place  of 
accidents  reverts  to  the  home.  There  is  also  a class- 
ification of  accidents  according  to  their  cause  - 
through  carelessness  and  through  lack  of  knowledge. 
Accidents  to  adults  are  primarily  due  to  carelessness 
but  with  young  children  and  old  people  lack  of 
knowledge,  such  as  in  the  handling  of  electrical 
equipment,  is  the  basic  factor. 

Road  saifety  and  the  prevention  of  road  accidents  is 
receiving  increasing  attention  by  various  organisations 
and  this  Council  is  represented  on  local  committees. 

The  number  of  accidents  resulting  in  serious  injuries 
and  deaths  occurring  on  the  stretch  of  road  A.  6 
between  Birstall  and  Rothley  cross  roads  warrants 
earnest  consideration.  This  road,  besides  being 
planned  and  constructed  v;ith  dangerous  and  illogical 
twists,  has  a ’’vertical  bend”  which  is  damnably  sillj^ 
and  has  been  the  cause  of  many  accidents.  To  level 
this  piece  of  road  is  a remedy  so  beautifully  simple 
and  obvious.  At  least  a double  white  line  would  be 
helpful , 

The  care  of  old  people  is  of  increasing  importance 
and  the  problem  is  tv/ofold.  Besides  the  medical  care 
necessary  there  is  also  the  social  implications  and 
ecology  to  be  considered. 

Old  age  is  a biological  condition  and  the  changes 
may  be  summed  up  as  ’’increasing  dehydration  of  the 
tissues  together  v/ith  a reduced  capacity  to  progate 
by  cell  division”.  To  reverse  this  change  is  as  yet 
not  possible,  but  the  postponement  of  old  age,  or  the 
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alleviation  of  its  troubles,  is  rapidly  becoming 
more  understood.  The  diseases  of  the  aged  etre 
chiefly  arterio  - vascular  lesions,  malignant 
conditions,  pulmonatry  affections  and  nephritis*.  The 
avoidance  of  these  conditions  tends  to  prolong  life. 

Treating  the  onset  of  these  conditions  more 
carefully  v/ould  be  of  great  value  ~ they  do  not 
suddenly  appear  in  the  sixties  and  seventies  but 
usually  begin  in  middle  age  or  even  earlier.  In 
preparation  for  middle  age,  the  health  of  the  infant 
and  the  school  child  is  protected  by  correct  dietetics 
and  measures  of  immunisation,  but  those  of  middle  £Lge 
are  paradoxically  indifferent  to  the  need  for 
preparation  for  later  life  and  the  declining  years, 

"To  know  how  to  grow  old  is  the  master  v/ork  of  wisdom". 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  thero  has  not  been 
cause  to  enforce  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  in  which  powers  are  given  for  conpulsory 
Institutional  care  for  old  people.  . 

Inertia,  or  the  loss  of  zest  for  living,  needs 
emphasis  as  a cause  of  premature  death.  Boredom 
should  not  be  accepted  as  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  ageing  - it  is  to  be  remembered  that  Cato  learned 
Creek,  Sophocles  wrote  his  "Oedipus"  and  Coethe 
con5)leted  "Faust"  when  in  their  eighties.  In  the 
field  of  medicine  increeising  attention  to  gerxDntology 
rather  than  to  geriatrics  would  be  a policy  synonymous 
with  the  ideals  of  preventive  medicine. 

It  is  of  interest  to  record  the  major  changes  that 
have  occurred  during  the  last  five  years  in  the 
BariXDW  upon  Soar  District. 

At  least  of  historic  importance  has  been  the 
transferring  of  the  Council  Offices  from  Belgrave, 
Leicester,  to  The  Grange  at  Rothley.  This  has  pro- 
vided additional  office  accommodation  in  a very  much 
more  central  position  in  the  area.  The  Works  Depot 
has  also  been  moved  from  Mountsorrel  to  Sileby  and 
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this,  too,  has  provided  greatly  increased  accommod- 
ation. 

The  refuse  tip  at  Quom  is  not  now  in  use  and  a 
new  site  has  heen  developed  in  a dis-used  brickworks 
at  Sileby. 

The  Birstall  Sewage  77orks,  which  had  become  of 
little  functional  value,  is  no  longer  in  use,  having 
been  replaced  by  the  modem  v/orks  at  Queniborougho 
This  was  an  improvement  long  overdue  and  the  cause  of 
expressions  of  anxiety  and  despair  in  previous  Reports 
At  the  Sev/age  Works  at  Mount  sorrel,  Quom,  Sileby  and 
Barrov/  upon  Soar  expedient  measures  have  been  taken 
but  these  works  can  by  no  means  be  regarded  as 
efficient  and  satisfactory. 

The  building  of  nev/  houses  during  the  last  five 
years  is  worthjr  of  special  mention  and  is  to  be 
considered  as  a great  achievement  in  reducing  the 
housing  problem.  The  Council  has  built  822  houses  and 
Private  Enterprise  has  built  805  houses  during  this 
five  year  period.  These  houses  are  of  sound  construct 
ion  and  have  a wide  range  of  modem  amenities. 

Progress  is  also  to  be  recorded  in  that  there  has 
been  a reduction  in  the  number  of  pail  closets  in  the 
area  from  1,690  to  1,223.  The  number  of  properties 
without  a main  v/ater  supply  has  also  been  reduced  from 
607  to  406  since  1930. 

I am  very  grateful  to  the  Council  for  the  encourag- 
ing interest  shown  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department,  Divergencies  of  opinion  have  arisen  at 
times,  v/ith  the  Tenancies  and  Licensing  Sub-Committee, 
but  this  has  always  made  for  healthy  discussion. 

To  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  Donovan, 
and  to  all  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  I 
wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  their 
helpful  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 
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G-EMERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  - 54,804  acres 
Resident  Population 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  at  the  end  of  1955 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  - Census  1931 

Population  - National  Registration  1939 

Population  ••  Census  1951 

Population  (Estimated  from  Birth  and  Death  Rates) 


BIRTHS  ^ 

Lr/E  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Kiale 

344 

14 

Female 

327 

4 

Total 

671 

18 

358 

331 

689 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
England  and  Wales 

1955 

13.9 

15.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

8 

1 

Female 

8 

1 ^ , 

Total 

16 

2 

9 

9 

18 

Rate  per  1,000  population 
England  and  Wales 

1955 

0o36 

23.2 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

All  causes  and  ages 

226 

224 

450 

Rate  per  1,000  population 
England  and  Wales 

1955 

9.0 

11.7 

49,640 

15,150 

£259,742 

£1,025 


30,862 

41,599 

47,376 

49,640 


1954 

650 

24 

674 


1954 

13.5 

15  o2 


1954 

13 

2 

15 


1954 

0o3 

0.36 


1954 

480 

1954 
9.0 
11  »3 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


Deachg  gf  Infants  undgr  cne  year  of  age 


Male  Female 

Legitimate  k 2 

Illegitimate  1 

Deaths  @f  Infants  under  one  year  cf  age 

Total 

6 

1 

19* 

X7 

Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

1955 

8o9 

1991* 

26.2 

Illegitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

55o5 

- 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 

10.1 

2l*.9 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  in  England 

and  Wales 

2ko9 

25.5 

Deaths  of  Infanta  under  four  weeks  ef  age 


Male  Female 

Legitizoate  3 2 

Illegitimate  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age 

Total 

5 

1 

1951* 

11 

1955 

1954 

Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

IM 

17.0 

Illegitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

55.5 

- 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 

8,7 

16,3 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1954 

lo  Tuberculosis  respiratory 

8 

1 

9 

4 

2,  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3o  Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria 

" 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6,  Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

7o  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

•= 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

9.  Other  Infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

1 

- 

1 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

2 

2 

7 

11,  Malignant  neoplasm  lung 

12 

* 

12 

34 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm  breast 

- 

7 

7 

^ 8 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 

* 

1 

1 

5 

14.  Other  malignant  & Lyii5)hatic 

neoplasms 

21 

20 

41 

45 

13 • Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

4 

5 

16.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

5 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

25 

38 

61 

91 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

42 

25 

68 

63 

9 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1954 

19.  Hypertensien  with  heart  disease 

8 

14 

22 

17 

20«  Other  heart  diseases 

24 

56 

80 

84 

21.  Other  circulatery  diseases 

11 

5 

16 

21 

22.  influenza 

3 

3 

6 

2 

23 » Pneumonia 

1 

5 

6 

8 

2iie  Bronchitis 

12 

3 

20  ' 

18 

25.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

4 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

- 

5 

3 

27.  Gastritis  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

3 

28,  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

2 

5 

4 

29.  Hyperplasis  of  prostate 

4 

- 

4 

1 

3O0  Pregnancy,  childbirth  abortion 

- 

1 

1 

1 

31.  Congeiital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

1 

2 

3 

5 

diseases 

34 

11 

25 

36 

33o  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

2 

6 

12 

34.  All  other  accidents 

6 

7 

13 

34 

35c  Suicide 

8 

2 

10 

8 

36.  Homicide  and  operation  of  war 

- 

- 

- 

PHBVAIENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
QEmmL 

The  total  nimber  of  each  disease  notified  was  as 


C9rebrs“spiaal  aeningltls 
Diphtheria 

Dysentery  46 

Erysipelas  2 

Feed  Peisening  J 

Measles  S88 

Pneumenla  % 

Peliemyelltis  ' 2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ’ 30 

Tuhereulesis  23 

Typheid 

Wheeping  Ceugh  156 


The  following  table  classifies  these  notifications 
(excluding  tuberculosis)  according  to  age  groups 
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TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 
Age  Periods 

Age  un* 


Disease  0- 

1- 

3- 

5- 

10-  15- 

25- 

45- 

65-  kno^'?n 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

3 

6 

18 

1 - 

1 

- 

- 

30 

- 

Whooping  Cough  7 

31 

39 

71 

1 - 

1 

- 

- 

150 

- 

Measles  19  163  190  485 

16  7 

6 

2 

- 

888 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Pneumonia  2 

1 

1 

5 

1 - 

6 

6 

10 

34 

8 

Dysentery 

5 

6 

15 

6 5 

5 

3 

1 

46 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

imiUMSATION 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children 
who  were  Lmmunised  during  the  period  1st.  Januai^.^  - 
31st.  December,  1955 


Age  at  Under 


31.12.55 

i 12  3 4 

5 

6 

7 8 

9 10 

11  12  13  14 

i .e.  born  in  year 

55  54  53  52  51 

50 

49 

48  4/ 

46  45 

44  43  42  41 

Primary 

Immunisations 

49  395  54  12  11 

6 

3 

1 2 

1 3 

3 11- 

Booster  Injections 

- - - - 24 

365 

405 

4 3 

3 - 

1 - - - 

TUBERg^LOSIS 

During  the  year  1955  the  follov/ing  cases  and  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  were  notified: - 


Age 

Periods 

0- 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

Age 

Unknown 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Respiratory  Mon-respiratory  Respiratory  N on-respiratory' 
ri  F M F i1  F M F 


1 

2 

2 

1 


1 

3 

2 

2 


3 


2 

1 


1 

5 

2 
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SAOTTAHT  (xmjuiom  OF  TSB"J[SBA 


■ WATER  SUiyiZ 

There  are  .l€,14S  houses  in  the  district  (including 
business  premises  with  llvir-g  ao-^CTasBCidatlon)  and  of 
thes#  15,^740  are  car^eoted  to  a maiji  water  supply^  406 
are  supplied  by  wells  o 

T>ia  distriat  is  well  provided  with -water  and  only 
the  siaaj,l  villages  cf  BaLTfeby  Thoxpe  and  Ulvei^croft 
are  without  a siaijis  supply. 

SEWERACa 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  Birstail  s<gwerage 
system  has  been  ooi]^let©d  and  the  sewags  is  now 
treated  at  the  ^eniboroiigh  fam. 


The  obsolete  s^ags  treatment  works  at  Birstail  had 
for  niany  yeai«  been  Tirtually  functionless  and  the  new 
scsheme  was  necessary. 


pcjBLic 

A ■Batisfacto^y’  weekly  refuse  oolleotion  has  been 
maintained.  Weather  conditions  in  the  winter  months 
caused  some  delays  but  the  public  have  been  on 

the  whole  well  sei^red. 

The  Sileby  Tip  has  been  working  satisfactorily  and 
the  Depot  has  been  modernised. 

Larger  refuse  collection  vehioles  are  berag  intro- 
duced and  ai*e  proving  effeotive  on  certain  rounds.  A 
road  sweeper  has  proved  to  be  very  efficient  in  action 
and  of  great  value  in  maintaining  the  streets  in  a 
clean  condition. 
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PAIL  CLOSETS 


There  are  1,223  pail  closets  in  us©  which  is  79 
less  than  last  year*  At  present  it  would  not  he 
practicable  to  concert  40^  of  this  total  owing  to  the 
inade<5aaoy  of  the  sewei^ge  sys tarns  and  the  inclusion 
of  some  of  these  houses  in  the  5 Slum,. Clearance 

IPrcgrazHBie. 


The  detailed  inforniation  for  each  parish  is  as 
follcws:- 


IfOi.  of  Houses 

Ho.; of  Houses 

Hoo  of  Palls 

with  a nialn 

without  a SOS  in 

In  each 

wafSar  s&ppl$ 

water  so5>ply  • ' 

Parish 

Anstejr 

10  ' 

■"  97 

Saj^ifr 

115 

18 

46 

3artoy  Tljorpe 

18 

- ' - 

< • /iO 

Barrow  iHpon  Soar 

^30 

13 

70 

25 

■ 2, 

13 

BirstaU 

23V} 

• 

* 

Burton  oa  Vteieta 

7© 

12 

Ccsstngton 

115^ 

8 

. .41 

Cctes 

? 

L 

.7 

Croxton  South 

kl 

12 

; 36 

Soton 

Si 

9 

34 

Mount  sorrel 

1311 

10 

- \ 86 

Newt  nwn  Linfoni. 

3i4 

16  . 

2 

PrestwoM 

15 

4 

. 11 

Qaentborough 

393 

9 

69 

QuomdoTL 

1070 

15 

2k 

Rstciiffe  OH  tha^ 

39 

12 

. 19 

Rearsby 

19? 

11 

57 

Rothley 

9^ 

16 

52 

Seagrave 

86 

2D 

85 

Sileby  ^ 

11 

71 

Swlthland- 

44 

10 

16 

Syston 

1831 

9 

66 

Thnissl  ngton 

121 

30 

70 

Ttmrcaaton 

695 

12 

20 

ThunBston 

14G2 

2.6 

; 18 

UlYerscru/t 

- 

48 

14 

Walton  OB  the  Wolds  ■ 

68 

16 

38 

Wanlip 

27 

• 3 

14 

Woodhouse  - 

510 

^2 

23 

Wjmesweld 

256- 

18 

98 

. 15740 

406 

1223 

. StSSK.iiLZi 

sss 
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Hcusii^rr 


The  follov/ing  table  gives  the  figures  for  houses 
completed  and  in  course  of  erection  for  the  year:- 

Completed  Unconpleted 


Pre-fabricated 

- 

Permanent 

86 

76 

Private  Enterprise 

383 

kl3 

533 

489 

There  were  1,184  applications  for  Council  houses 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  of  these  371  were  made 
during  1955* 


LABCRATORT  SPEGII^I'^S 


Nature  of  Specimen 

Number 

Examined 

Throat  and  Nose  Swabs 

13 

Faeces  and  Urines 

363 

Sputa 

176 

Nilks 

117 

Wat  ers 

14 

Ice-Cream 

40 

Whooping  Cough  Swabs 

16 

Miscellaneous 

149 

890 

REPORT  OF  THE  SKMIOR  SMITARY  INSPECTOR 
HOUSINC 

The  G-ovemment  having  called  for  an  all-out 
attack  on  Slums,  local  authorities  were  required  to 
submit  their  proposals  to  deal  with  the  unfit  houses 
within  a limited  number  of  yea.rs. 

The  Council hs  proposals  envisaged  the  demolition 
of  496  houses  within  5 years,  these  figures  included 
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173  Ex  M.A.P.  Hostels  which  were  built  in  the  early 
years  of  the  War. 

Two  Slum  Clearance  areas,  one  at  Mount  sorrel  and 
the  other  at  Anstey,  will  be  submitted  to  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Gkjveirmient  for  confimation. 

The  Council  have  progressively  dealt  with  a number 
of  unfit  houses  in  the  past  few  years  and  the 
rehousing  of  people  from  these  unfit  houses  is  still 
going  on. 

The  repair  of  substandard  houses  is  going  on  at  a 
steady  rate  but  the  greatest  obstacle  to  be  contended 
with  is  the  cost  of  repair.  In  general  the  landlord 
has  not  thought  it  worthwhile  to  take  advantage  of 
the  pennissible  rent  increase  under  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  195k^  Although  no  figures  are  available 
of  the  number  of  houses  where  rents  have  been  increased, 
the  number  of  tenants  inquiring  into  the  legal  position 
were  few  and  only  5 tenants  applied  for  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  to  stop  the  increases. 

25  houses  were  demolished  and  one  house  became 
vacant  after  a Closing  Order  was  * inpiosed. 

Summons  were  taken  against  the  owners  of  6 houses 
for  failure  to  carry  out  repairs  of  an  urgent  nature, 

A Court  Order  was  obtained  in  one  case  and  in  the  other 
five  cases  proceedings  were  withdrawn  on  the  pa3nnent 
of  costs  as  the  work  had  been  done  before  the  bearing. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  dealt  with  4 6 applications 
for  Improvement  Grants  of  which  41  were  granted. 

IKSPECTICa^  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  PORING  THE  YEAR 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


715 

1791 
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2.  (a)  Nuoiiar  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932 

(b)  Nuisber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

3.  Nunber  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  In  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

CLEARANCE  AREAS 

(Housing  Act,  1936  and  Housing  Repairs  and  R®its  Act 

Nuisber  of  dwelling-houses 
deisolished  in  the  period 

Unfit  Houses  Other  Houses 


1. 

Land  coloured  pink 

and  pink  hatched 

yellow 

Nil 

Nil 

2. 

Land  coloured  grey 

Nil 

Nil 

HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Houses  demolished  or  closed  in  the  period 

Houses 

1.  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  Demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

or  informal  procedure  (Section  11)  25 

(b)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking 
given  by  owners  under  Section  11, 

and  still  in  force  1 

(c)  Parts  of  building  closed  (Section  12) 

2.  Housing  Act,  I9k9 

Closed  as  a result  of  closing  order 
under  Section  10(1)  and  11(2) 

REPAIRS  IN  THE  PERIOD 

4.  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in 

irtiich  defects  were  remedied  during  the  period 
as  a result  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health 
Acts 


118. 
226 

496 

. 1954) 

No.  of  Persons 
displaced 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  Persons 
displaced 

73 

4 


No.  of  Houses 
184 
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5»  Public  Health  Acts  •'  action  after  service  of 
formal  notieer  Houses- in  which  defects  were 
remedied: 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

So  Housing  Act,  1536  - action  after  ser^rice  of  formal 
notice  (Sections  9,  10,  11  & 16) 

Houses  made- fit: 

(a)  by  owners 

(b ) by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

7.  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  13%. 

Houses- reconstructed , enlarged  or  improved  and 
Demolition  Orders  revoked  (Section  5) 


No,  of  Houses 
22 
1 


UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Repairs  & Rents  Act,  1554) 


Position  at  end  of  period 

6.  (a)  Houses  retained  for  temporary  accommodation 
and  approved  for  grant  under  Section  7 

(b ) Separate  dwellings  contained  In  (a)  above 


No.  of  Houses 


(c)  Houses  licensed  for  temporary  occupation  (Section  6) 


PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  3Y  AGREBIENT 

No,  of  Houses 

9.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those 
included  in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders  or 
Compulsory  Purchase-’Orders  , purchased  in  the 
period 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  SuTOly 

On  the  3rd.  December,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Pood  made  an  Order  prescribing  this 
District  as  a Specified  Area  in  v/hich  only  Pasteurised, 
Sterilised  or  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  may  be  sold. 

From  samples  of  milk  taken  it  was  found  that  one 
source  of  supply  was  infected  v/ith  tuberculi  bacilli 
and  investigation  by  the  Veterinar^^  Officer  resulted 
in  the  infected  cov/  being  slaughtered.  The  milk  from 
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another  herd  was  infected  with  Br.  Abortus,  the 
organism  from  v/hich  caused  Undulant  Fever,  and 
despite  several  attempts  to  isolate  the  infected  cows 
it  v/as  not  possible  to  guarantee  that  the  milk  was 
always  free  from  infection. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  iniposed  an  Order 
on  this  milk  supply  making  it  compulsory  to  pasteurise 
all  the  milk  and  the  faimer  was  paid  a sum  of  £185  as 
compensation  to  cover  the  cost  of  pasteurisation. 

There  v/ere  27  registered  dairies  and  one  distrib- 
utor retailing  milk  and  the  conditions  at  the  dairies 
are  good.  There  were  6 contraventions  found  which 
v/ere  remedied. 

SAMPLES  TAKD-I 

Biological  Sang)les 


No.  of  Routine  Bulk 
samples  taken 

Satisfactory 

Evidence  of 
Tuberculi  Bacilli 

Evidence  of 
Br.  Abortus 

18 

15 

1 

2 

No.  of  Individual 
samples  taken 
following  positive 
Br.  Abortus 

85 

Bacteriological  Samples  (for  Cleanliness) 


No.  of  samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4 

4 

- 

Pasteurised 

2 

2 

- 

Sterilised 

- 

- 

- 

Undesignated 

13 

12 

1 

Licences  to  sell  designated  milk  were  issued  as 


f ollov/s : - 


Pasteurised  Sterilised  T.T. 


Dealers*  Licences 
Supplementary  Licences 


19 

2 


14 

2 


9 

1 


POOD  PREMISES 


The  district  is  well  catered  for  by  food  shops 
ana  travelling  vans.  The  standard  of  hygiene  in 
the  majority  of  the  shops  is  good  but  others  leave 
a lot  to  be  desired.  This  is  usually  on  account  of 
the  desire  to  stock  1,001  commodities  into  a very 
limited  space  and  leaving  little  room  for  the 
satisfactoiy  display  and  storage  of  "perishable 
goods" . 


The  educational  value  of  visits  to  these  shops 
is  appreciable  and  slowly  but  surely  the  shopkeeper 
realises  the  benefit  of  keeping  certain  goods  under 
covers  and  of  providing  easily  cleansed  surfaces. 

The  new  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  will  strengthen 
our  action  where  the  offenders  do  not  make  any 
attempts  to  improve. 

Cafes  and  Inns  Yjere  visited  and  more  v/ill  be  said 
about  these  when  the  effects  of  the  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations  have  had  a trial.  * 

The  food  premises  are  in  the  follov/ing  categories 
(chief  trades) 


Greengrocers  20 
Grocers  ' 136 
Butchers  i+0 
Confectioners  (cakes-)  10 
Confectioners  (sweets)  13 
Fish  and  Chips  (and  wet  fish)  12 
Bakehouses  17 
Cafes  . 32 
Canteens  19 
Licensed  Premises  Ilk 
Food  Factories  2 

REGISTERED  PROMISES 

Preserved  Food  and  Sausage  Manufacturers  25 
Manufacturers  of  Ice-Cream  3 
Sale  of  Ice  Cream  108 
Number  of  Inspections  359 
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SHOPS  ACT  ' 


Four  contraventions  of  the  Shops  Act  were  found, 
tv/o  in  regard  to  sanitarnr  accommodation  and  hivo 
relating  to  v/ashing  facilities.  These  were  put  right 
through  infomal  action.  359  visits  were  made  under 
this  act. 

The  Council  have  delegated  pov/ers  under  this  Act 
but  these  do  not  include  the  enforcement  of  Closing 
Hours . 

}mAT  AM)  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION 

There  are  15  licensed  private  slaughterhouses  and 
2 knackers*  yards. 

1,780  visits  v/ere  made  to  the  slaughterhouses, 

957  of  these  outside  normal  7/orking  hours. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  C0NDB1NED 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

508 

165 

23 

3799 

1666 

- 

Number  inspected 

508 

165 

23 

3799 

1666 

- 

All  Diseases  except 

Tub erculosis 

l-Jhole  carcases  condemned 

3 

2 

2 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

92 

30 

- 

76 

30 

Percentage  of  nucDer 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis 

18 

18 

13 

2.1 

2 

Tuberculosis  only 

VTiole  carcases  condemned 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 
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Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

22 

16 

o. 

24 

Percentage  of  the  nuiriber 
inspected  affected  with 
tub erculosis 

kok 

1 

1.6 

Cysticerosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcases  si±»mitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

OTHER  UNSOUND  FOOD  THAT  WAS  CONDP-INED 


Fruit  , 

. « . 

. . » 

51  tins 

Tomatoes 

. . • 

55  tins 

Vegetables 

. . o 

. o . 

10  tins 

3eef  and  Vegetables  .. 

» . » 

2 tins 

Spaghetti 

• o • 

» , , 

> . . 

1 tin  - 

Soup 

. . . 

4 tins 

Meat  (tinned) 

. » . 

a o o 

42  tins 

3acon 

... 

12  lbs.  6 oz. 

Loose  Meat 

. o . 

4 St.  lbs 

Fish 

... 

6 tins 

Mussels 

... 

6 St.  7 lbs. 

Fish  Cakes 

. . 0 

33 

Cheese 

. o . 

. . . 

10  lbs. 

Cake  Mixture 

. . . 

4 packets 

Cereals 

. . ® 

. . . 

48  packets 

Dessicated  Coconut 

o « « 

... 

2 lbs.  6 ozs. 

Gammon 

. . . 

1 tin 

3utter 

. « . 

... 

4 lbs.  6 ozs. 

Milk 

. . . 

4 tins 

Cake 

. . . 

3 slabs 

Sausage 

9.0 

7 lbs. 

Pearl  3arley 

. . o 

7 lbs. 

Jam 

... 

1 tin 

Pickles 

... 

16  jars 

Mayonnaise 

. . . 

15  bottles 
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The  unsound  meat  is  in  all  cases  dyed  v/ith  a green 
dye  and  the  large  amounts  are  sent  to  the  knackers 
yards  or  the  maggot  factor^’’.  Small  quantities  have 
been  buried  on  the  tip. 

Proceedings  were  taken  under  Section  3,  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  against  the  manufacturers  of  a loaf 
of  bread  which  contained  pieces  of  wire.  A fine  of  £3 
and  costs  was  imposed  by  the  Magistrates. 

ICE  CREAM 

There  v/ere  3 premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream  and  108  for  retail  sale.  Conditions 
generally  were  satisfactory  at  the  premises  but  trouble 
was  experienced  with  the  sale  of  one  product  manufact- 
ured outside  the  district.  This  ice  cream  accounted 
for  most  of  the  unsat isf act or^r  samples. 


NuniDer  of  samples  Caken  34 
These  were  classified  as: - 

Grade  1 17 
Grade  2 6 
Grade  3 7 
Grade  k k 


k samples  of  ice  Lollipops  were  all  satisfactory. 


RODSIVT  COMROL 

A full  time  rat  catcher  who  is  provided  with  an 
autocycle  has  treated  all  reported  infestations  and 
carried  out  surveys.  Regular  visits  are  made  to  the 
Council's  tips  and  sewage  farms.  Owing  to  shortage  of 
staff,  it  'Was  necessary  to  call  the  mobile  unit  of  the 
Ministry?-  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  to 
assist  with  the  destruction  of  rats  in  the  sewers. 
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CAMPING  SITES 


There  are  still  a large  number  of  caravans 
occupied  in  the  district  as  full  time  living  accomm- 
odation. 

Licences  have  been  issued  for  48  sites  comprising 
208  caravans.  Conditions  have  been  generally  good 
on  licensed  sites. 

REGULATED  BUILDINGS 


1.  Number  of  Knackers’  Yards  2 

Number  of  Inspections  16 

2.  NuiiDer  of  Pet  Shops  2 

Number  of  Inspections  3 

3.  Number  of  premises  registered  for  upholstering 

(Rag  Flock  Act,  1951)  1 

Number  of  Inspections  4 


There  are  no  Canal  Boats  registered  in  the  District, 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Number  of  factories- on  Register  221 
Number  of  other  premises  6l 
Number  of  inspections  171 
Number  of  contraventions  of  Act  I6 
Number  of  contraventions  remedied  15 
Number  of  defects  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  12 
Number  of  outworkers  (wearing  apparel)  178 


SUMMARY  ~ NOTICES  SERVED 


Preliminary 

Housing 

Public  Health 

Outstanding  on  1st.  January 

50 

2 

Issued  during  year 

211 

35 

Complied  with  during  year 

184 

32 

Statutory  action  necessary 

39 

1 

Outstanding  31st.  Decenher 

5k 

k 

23 


Housing 

Public  Health 

Statutory 

Outstanding  on  1st.  January 

27 

Issued  during  year 

19 

1 

Complied  with  during  year^ 

23 

1 

Outstanding  31st,  December 

15 

- 

INSPSCTIC^S  MADE 


No.  of  Inspections 

Animal  Keeping 

61 

Bakehouses 

33 

Dairies 

71 

Drainage  Works 

688 

Dwelling  Houses  (all  purposes) 

1791 

Food  Premises 

359 

Knackers’  Yards 

18 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

45 

Rodent  Control 

166 

Schools 

38 

Shops 

145 

Slaughter-houses  and  Meat  Inspection 

1780 

Smoke  Observations 

24 

Tents,  Vansg  Sheds,  etc. 

410 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises 

18 

Water  Supplies 

61 

Workshops,  outworkers,  etc. 

171 

Other  Inspections 

663 

TOTAL 

6542 

I have  the  honour  to  remain  your  obedient  servant ^ 

J.  \Y,  HATiL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Healths 
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